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1. E=ZAHWrite using English Script)

EALe| o gk kA 718 (Write using English Script)

This is Bulkuk Temple. The Chinese character that you can see on the sigh-boead means

Bulkuksa meaning Bulkuk Mountain.
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Bulkuk means Buddha's land. Bulkuk temple and Seokguram Grotto were registered on the
UNESCO world heritage list in 1995. You cannot see Seokuram Grotto today because it is under
reconstruction.
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They were established in the 8th century during the Silla dynasty. Silla Prime Mister Kim Dae—
seong initiated and supervised the constriction of the temple and the Grotto.
Eaabel aEeke 8 Al7ldl algkElal s sh=re] i 4z oliA AYHIFASFUG Al

Fold A S AP e AS5S FeA7]al AEds U

According to historical records, Bulkuk Temple was built in memory of Kim Dae-seongs'
parents in his present life and the Seokuram Grotto built in memory of his parents from a
previous life.
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Because the Silla dynasty's religion is Buddhism, people of the Silla dynasty believed in a
concept called Samsara or reincarnation, which is the eternal cycle of birth, death, and rebirth.

That's why Kim Dae-seong built Seokuram Grotto for his previous life's parents.



The grounds of Bulguk Temple are divided into three areas. These areas were designed to
represent the land of Buddha.
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e]SF (Write using English Script)

Most large temples have several gates before reaching the main hall. These gates separate the
land of Buddha from secular world. This is ¥ (Write using English Script) gate. €5 (Write
using English Script) means one pillar. The ¥ (Write using English Script) gate is the first
gate in the temple. While the gate actually has two pillars, from a Buddhist perspective, it is
referred to as a "one-—pillar" gate, as it symbolizes that one who enters into the temple should
have “one mind” and take the first step towards the Pure Land. Additionally you will notice

there is no door here. This is the result of Buddhist philosophy. It means that everyone who

would like to enter the Buddha's land can enter whenever they want.
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AFTEoNA ALE 7= 4 : A2 gL did] (Write using English Script)

Bulguk Temple was built during the 8" Century, a period of rapid cultural and economic
development in the Silla Dynasty. The Silla dynasty was established in 57 BCE, and lasted near
a thousand years until its collapse 935. The golden age of the Silla Dynasty was the 8th century,
following the unification of all the other ancient kingdoms on the Korean peninsula,

subsequently making Gyeongju the capital of the Silla Dynasty.
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This is the second gate of Bulguk Temple dubbed the Four Guardians Gate. In Korean, we call
it A (Write using English Script). These guardians are in charge of the four cardinal
directions; North, South, East, West. The guardians are of an ancient Indian religious origin.
After listening to Buddha's teaching, they became Buddhist deities. Their duties include
defense of the temple and crushing demonic opponents. You can see the demons under their

feet and they carry a lute, sword, dragon or pagoda, respectively, in one hand.
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Ok, let's move on.
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OK, the two-story stairways directly in front of you are called & (Write using English Script)
and - (Write using English Script) Bridges. The lower half of the stairway is %< (Write using
English Script) bridge and the upper half is called the #-2(Write using English Script) bridge.
You might wonder why we call these stairways 'Bridge'. These stairs lead to the main hall of
this temple which houses the Buddha statue. So climbing up these stairways subsequently has
you entering into Buddha's land. The stairs leading to it are considered the bridge connecting
the secular world and Buddha's land. Additionally these bridges used to have a pond below
them, which, again, is why we call them bridges and not stairs.

2, gl ekl e 2 T AES et Weuda BHUY AlGe ofgFo] Haue]ar

CEDREST

T
i
v
oft
1)
rlo
9
h=)
k1
Lo
o
e
e
it
©
v
i)
=
K
e
L)
rlr
D)
lo
o,
e
Py
e
)
i
v
o
e
uu)
rlo



Ao pA el o ek olnE A0 AUt Tel3 FYoE QAN Ae A% Al A4

g aL o] AgdEo] Adte] oyt vt ==

2= (Write using English Script)

Here you see the stone foundation of Bulguk. Many other Buddhist temples are constructed on
the flat ground, but Bulguk Temple was built on the foot of a mountain. To build a temple on
sloped ground, you need to lay down the foundation first. Putting up the wall and leveling the
ground to construct buildings safely required tremendous efforts and was the most difficult

process in the construction of the Temple.
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OK, Let’s move on. We're going to look around the main hall.
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There are four major Buddhist instruments to announce the time for monks to practice their
daily rites. The four instruments are the dharma drum, the wooden fish, the cloud-shaped gong,
and the large brahma bell. You can see the wooden fish, and cloud—shaped gong here. The
dharma drum is on the other side of this corridor you will see the brahma bell later. The sound

of each instrument has a function in saving beings of other realms.
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The dharma drum beats to save all beings living on earth, from humans to animals to ants, and
so on. The wooden fish is for saving all living creatures in the water. Monks strike both sides
of the fish's hollow center with two sticks in order to produce sound. The cloud-shaped gong
is for saving the beings of the sky. It is made from bronze. The brahma bell is for saving the
beings of hell. The bell is struck 28 times in the morning and 33 times in the evening.
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Ok, let’s move on.
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This is one of the main halls of the Bulguk temple which consists of three main halls. If you
recall, the Bulguk Temple is divided into three areas. These three areas are separated by three
main halls; this hall is the temple's architectural and spiritual center. The name of the main hall
is determined by the Buddha's image that is enshrined inside.
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In the Buddhist world there are various kinds of Buddhas and Bodhisattavas. This phenomenon
originated within Mahayana Buddhism. Theravadin Buddhists only recognize the Suddha
Sakaymuni, the historical Suddha, as their spiritual teacher and Mahayana Buddhist tradition,

Buddha is seen as a universal Buddha with an endless amount of forms.
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Among the many Buddhas and Bodhisattavas in Mahayana Buddhism, various Budhist nations
emphasize different Buddhas and Bodhisattavas based on their own Buddist Philosophy and
way of practice. In the case of Korean Buddism, Buddha Sakamuni, Buddha Virocana, Buddha
Amithabha, Bodhisattva Avalokitesvara, and Bodhisattva Ksitigarbha are important and can be
seen in many Korean temples.
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This is -8 %!, (Write using English Script) ™-8(Write using English Script) means Buddha
Sakamuni. So, as you know this is the main hall for Buddha Sakamuni. You can see the Buddha
Sakamuni Statue inside the main hall. Korean Buddhists consider this Buddha as their main
spiritual teacher, whose teaching can end human suffering in this world and lead toward the
highest spirituality, namely Nirvana.
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In front of the main hall you will often find pagodas. You can see two pagodas here. Typically
in temples built during the Silla period, two pagodas are placed side by side. Before Buddha's
images were created, the pagoda was the object of worship and was regarded as Buddha and
his teachings. Over the centuries, pagodas were built with various materials in East Asian
Buddhist countries. Pagodas in Korean Buddhism are usually made of stone.
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This is Dabo pagoda. As you can see Dabo pagoda is highly decorative because it represents
the Dabo Buddha. The Dabo Buddha always wore dazzling jewelry. Therefore this pagoda is
heavily decorated to better represent the Buddha.
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Aditionally, Dabo pagoda also represents the spirit and philosophy of Buddhism. For instance,
the lower part of the pagoda is square-shaped and you'll see that the shape becomes rounder
and rounder as you look up to the top. This symbolizes the transition from the square-shaped

ritual world to the round-shaped Buddhist world.
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Next to the Dabo pagoda, there is another pagoda called Seokga pagoda. Unfortunately, it is
under reconstruction. So I will talk about this one just briefly. Seokga’s pagoda represents
Sakamuni Buddha. Buddhist pagodas often contain precious Buddhist artifacts. This pagoda
also has one. The artifact is the wooden—printed material of Buddhist scriptures, which is the
oldest wooden-printed material in the world.
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Ok, let us move on.
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This hall was used as an assembly hall for the temple. There is a contradiction between the
name of this assembly hall 'museol' and its use. Museol means ‘a place without words’ or ‘place
of silence.” It sounds a bit odd to think that there are no words spoken at the assembly hall.
This contradiction is related to a story about Buddhas' teaching, furthermore this story is also
related to the origin of Zen Buddhism.
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Among adherents of Zen, the origin of Zen Buddhism is ascribed to a story, known in English
as the Flower Sermon. Sakyamoni Buddha transmits directly the wisdom to the disciple
Mahakasyapa. In the story, Sakamoni gives a wordless sermon to his disciples by holding up a
flower. No one in the audience understands the flower sermon except mahakasyapa, who
smiles.
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The word 'Museol' originated from this story. It is the teaching of Buddha to convey one's mind
and finally reach the truth without the need for words or speech. That is how Museol hall got
its name.
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Now, let's move on to the Gwaneumjeon where the merciful Gwaneum Buddhist saint resides.
To go to there, you have to go around the back of Museol Hall and follow the stairs up.
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This is Gwaneum hall. It is located at the highest point of Bulguk Temple. It is located on the
highest point, so the stairs leading to it are very steep. These steps are built to symbolize the

mountain where Gwaneum lives.

Gwaneum is Avalokita Bodhisattva in Sanskrit. Avalokita Bodhisattva is the Bodhisattva of

Compassion. The meaning of her name is "Listener of Cries," and she is frequently pictured
with a vase and willow spray. The vase contains amrita, the waters of life. The willow, which
has long been considered to have medicinal value, symbolizes her role as a healer.
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Upon entering the building, you will see a picture of an Avalokita Bodhisattva with a thousand
eyes and thousand arms. Her numerous eyes and arms signify her compassion for those who
suffer.
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Ok, shall we move on?
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This is Vairocana Hall. The Vairocana Buddha, the saint of truth, resides in biro hall. Vairocana

Buddha is the Buddha who spreads the light of Buddhist Truth in every direction, the Buddha

who embodies wisdom.



Vairocana is usually depicted with his mudra. Mudara means hand gesture in Sanskrit. The
mudra of each Buddha is different because it delivers different messages. Vairocanas' mudra
is called the "knowledge fist".
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Before we move on to the next area, let's look at one more cultural treasure in the yard. It is
the sarira pagoda. A sarira pagoda refers to a container of the remains of famous monks.
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Ok, let's move on to the next area.
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This building is Geuknak Hall that houses Amithabh Buddha, a Buddha who will lead you to the
Buddhist paradise. = 2H(Write using English Script) means paradise as well as heaven.
Amithabha Buddha governs the pure land; the Paradise.

o] AFE obrlEREA 7} 9l FEHAY I th obu B A AL FRAAR o] Z RAY L T2t

152 oW o) olH B A = o] A%, T Thagy

N

rlo

SRt

RS

)

This building also has a unique sculpture that cannot be found at any other temple. The
sculpture is hidden behind a signboard of the building. People made a replica of the pig there.
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Now I'd like to turn your attention to the stairs. the Two-story stairways right in front of you
are called 93 (Write using English Script) and & H (Write using English Script) Bridges. the
lower half of stairway is €13+ (Write using English Script) bridge and upper half is & X (Write

using English Script) bridge. You might recall the reason why we call these stairways 'Bridge'.



Ok, let's move on.
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2. FAH(Write using English Script)

Namsan means South Mountain. But the name needs some clarification. It has been called South
Mountain since the Silla dynasty because the mountain is located south of the palace.
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The other name of this mountain is 'Bowing Turtle Mountain'. When you see this mountain from
above, you can see a big turtle which is bowing to the king. This mountain is designated a
world heritage site. World heritage sites are designated by UNESCO, and indicate something

important that is to be preserved or a property which has to coexist between nature and culture.
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Obviously, the mountain was made by nature. The reason why it is designated a world heritage
site is people from the time of the Silla dynasty made it Buddha's country. They painted Buddha
on the stone of the cliff, built a temple and pagoda, but with minimal destruction of nature.
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So far, 120 Buddha statues, 150 temple sites, 100 pagodas and 700 cultural assets have been
found in Namsan Mountain. In fact, this mountain itself is a museum, and because the mountain
1s part of the National Park, only Gyeong—ju National Park Service provides explanation of its

history and cultural importance.
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You can see three tombs of kings. Originally, lots of tombs were found in rows. Now only three
tombs remain. The two tombs over there were built in the 10th Century, but one tomb was built
in the 2nd Century. Historians still don’t know why this earlier tomb is here.
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You can see some white and yellow flowers. In some ways it looks like a fried egg. It's a wild
rosebush. It looks small, but this is actually a tree. It has sharp thorns like a rose. It smells like
a cucumber. A long time ago, there was little to eat in spring. So people ate the stems of wild
rosebushes. The fruits of this plant are also the favorite food of birds, which in turn helps by

spreading the seeds around.
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As you step to the side you will notice many pine trees. You can see pine trees throughout the

country. So the culture of Korea is sometimes called the pine tree culture. As we pick up the

leave, these leaves are two. Then it is a pine tree. (UNCLEAR, Please revise)
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You can also feel fresh and cool in the forest because of 'Phytocide'. Phytoncide' is the self-
defense material which defends against harmful things around the plants. It comes out more

from coniferous, needle-leaf trees like pine tree rather than broadleaf trees.



Pine trees seem to have needles all year round, but actually the needles fall out after two years.
When old needles fall, new ones come out. You may notice that no other trees grow around
pine trees. This is because the pine needles do not decompose like other leaves, so other

plants and seeds can't receive sunlight.
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This place is called 'Cold Valley' because cold water always flows through the valley and cold
wind often blows here. You can see some flowers that look like stars in the night sky among
the snowbell trees.
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Basically this statue used to be buried in the valley, but in 1960, exploring students found the
statue and moved it here.
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Sometimes there are no faces on Buddha sculptures. There are two theories as to why; first
because 500 years ago the Chosun Dynasty suppressed Buddhism, and secondly we think
natural disaster could be to blame. Either of these might have caused the statue’s head to be
removed.
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Notice that there are some flaws on the lower part. So we have guessed that this statue was

stuck in the rock.
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This statue is not a Buddha. This is a merciful man who saves all people from pain. This is
quite similar with Maria in Christianity (which Maria?) This saint is too busy to do everything,
so two hands and eyes are not enough. So sometimes this saint is portrayed as having

thousands of hands and eyes.
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You can see six Buddhas on the rock. This kind of Buddha statue is very rare.
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The original drain still remains because it offers protection from damage. There is also
evidence of a pillar used to support a roof, indicating that many years ago there was a roof

over this Buddha statue.
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One Buddha is standing, and the left and right Bodhisattvas are sitting. The reason why this
Buddha is standing is to lead the dead to heaven. So this position is (indicates?) coming down
from the sky.
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3. & 4¥ (Write using English Script)

This Place is Deareungwon. It's a Tomb complex of the Silla Kingdom.

o] & S AYYTh hE AL Ak G o] 2ol RYTh,

| F 4= (Write using English Script)

This is the tomb of King Michu. You can see the walls surrounding the tomb. Unlike other

tombs, this tomb is surrounded by walls thanks to descendants who built them. King Michu was

respected by his people because he was committed to developing Silla (the Silla Kingdom?).
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This tomb is also called "the bamboo tomb." There is a legend about this tomb. The Silla
Kingdom was invaded by another ancient kingdom located on the Korea peninsula. The Silla
Kingdom struggled against the invaders, until many unknown soldiers came to help them and
defeated the enemy. On the helmets of the unknown soldiers were bamboo leaves. Following
the victory these strange soldiers disappeared. Later, countless bamboo leaves were found
near the Tomb of King Michu. That's why the tomb of king Michu is also known as "the bamboo
tomb"

o] FEE L “FH3F ol YT 5o E A oo 7t Ay Algke gk
A= vhE ad w7k FERE WkdE Uk 2ela FAE Aol Al & Al7IdE Y A g
ase] Tl iy o] AAF Y

= = ar
8 ol 5L AEHHUY. Fo Fgle]l Be iy Qo] uFRFel FY A A
7

LAEJFUT o] Aol o) vFe] Fio] w3 Fgoletare Eel=Ad ek oAy

B3| (Write using English Script)



This is the Great Hwangnam Tomb. This is the biggest tomb in Daeneungwon. Usually a tomb
consisting of two linked chambers like this one is assumed to be the tomb of a couple. Many

Artifacts were excavated from this tomb, such as a golden crown along with necklaces and

bracelets.
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You may be wondering why the Silla people built large tombs like this. Building a tomb of this
size requires a tremendous amount of effort.
Experts say that the main reason why rulers built such big tombs is because they wanted to

show off their authority.
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Zu}=(Write using English Script)

Can you see the sign board hanging up there? Can you read the Chinese characters? That' is
Z1}E(Write using English Script). %I (Write using English Script) means sky, 2} (Write using
English Script) means horse, and %(Write using English Script) means tomb.
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Normally the tomb is named after its owner, but it is not known who the owner of this tomb
was, so it is named after the most famous piece of treasure found in it.
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In # 7} (Write using English Script), the painting of flying horse (a flying horse; flying horses?)

was found. We call that painting #7}%=(Write using English Script). It is one of the oldest



paintings in East Asia. So it is designated as a national treasure. The name 7} (Write using
English Script) is named after v} (Write using English Script).
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Now, shall we go inside the tomb?

a7, B FHoR Sojrt B9

HulE W E (Write using English Script)

We are inside of #Z"l&(Write using English Script). This tomb is constructed in typical Silla
style. To build this tomb, builders first laid the coffin and put up a wooden chamber around it.
Then they piled a mound of stones on the chamber and put a layer of mud on it.
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There are many treasures inside the Silla tombs. Many other ancient tombs, especially the

tombs that have been made by the Baekje people, have been robbed. However, tombs from

Silla avoided robbery because of their unique structure.
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Unfortunately, most artifacts shown here are replicas. If you want to see the originals, please
visit Gyeongju National Museum. Ok, then, let's take a look to the golden artifacts on the
opposite side.
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This structure is called Chumsung Observatory, the star—gazing tower. It was built in 7th
century, and is the oldest astronomical observatory in East Asia,. The upper part is round and
the lower part is rectangular. Chumsung observatory consists of 362 blocks. The number of
blocks represents days in a year.
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Near this observatory, there were royal palaces of the Silla Dynasty. An astronomical

observatory needed to be close to the palace, so that any changes observed in the sky could

be promptly reported to the king.
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After construction of Chumsung observatory, observations of solar and lunar eclipses, the
appearance of comets and extreme weather events were recorded more frequently, and these
observations are known to be very accurate.
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[F3E3] (Write using English Script)

Lee Charm, "Silla History Tour", g+=3333 A}
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